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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT AWARDED $130,000 FOR NMR
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois

Univ~rsity's

Department

of Chemistry has been awarded almost $130,000 by the National
Science Foundation for the purchase of a state-of-the-art Nuclear
Magnetic Resonance spectrometer (NMR).
According to Dr. David Ebdon, Chairman of Eastern's Chemistry
Department, the department's current NMR is 17 years old and
not superconducting.

"It is limited to the element hydrogen

and has fairly low resolution.

The new instrument can look

at the environment around several elements and has high resolution,"
Ebdon said.
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The new instrument, featuring a liquid helium-cooled,
superconducting magnet, determines the structure of compounds.
NMR looks at compounds and tells their environment.

The

The new

instrument can also store data on floppy disks for later retrieval
and analysis.
"The NMR will serve both in advanced classes and in undergraduate
and graduate student research, and will substantially upgrade
the instrumental sophistication of the department," according
to Howard Black, associate professor of Chemistry.

"In the

past, many of our faculty have had to drive to the University
of Illinois to use their NMR," he said.
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